
 

 

 

Johnstown Flood Museum 
    The Johnstown Flood Museum, formerly housing the Cambria Library, was built in 1890-91.  

After the flood of 1889, Andrew Carnegie, a steel magnate from Pittsburgh and member of the 

South Fork Hunting and Fishing Club, funded the construction and maintenance of the building 

up until 1930.  (The South Fork Hunting and Fishing Club was a group of wealthy, influential 

businessmen who owned the summer retreat, as well as the dam that failed and created the worst 

flood in US history.) 

     The first floor includes a lighted map that details a timeline of the flood, as well as flood 

artifacts.  The second floor houses the Robert Waters Theatre (an ironic name for a theatre 

housed inside a flood museum!!) which gives visitors the opportunity to watch Charles 

Guggenheim's Academy Award documentary of the flood.  The third floor is maintained as a 

community room, with a twist. 

     Carnegie insisted on infusing some aspect of physical fitness to each of his funded projects.  

When in the community room, look up and you'll find an elevated running track that follows the 

exterior walls of the building. 



     Take note, as well, to the photos of the 1936 and 1977 floods that are hung in stair wells 

leading to each floor. 

     Outside, you’ll find an “Oklahoma” house.  The tiny homes were built in Chicago for 

homesteaders in the Oklahoma Territory and the first pre-fabricated houses.  After the Great 

Flood, they were deployed to house all those left homeless.  Though unattractive and not suitable 

for the harsh Pennsylvania winters, residents made the best of them at the time. 

     This Oklahoma house is original to Johnstown, being discovered in the Moxham section of 

the city in 2000.  After some renovations, it was included as part of the flood museum 

presentation. 

     The museum is located on the corner of Washington Street and Market Street, a short walk 

from the host hotel. It is open Tuesday-Saturday 10:00 – 5:00 and Sunday 12:00 to 5:00.  There 

is an admission fee, but convention attendees with their lanyards will receive a discounted rate.  

Discounts are also available for senior citizens and members of the armed forces. 

 


